BRAY HEAD RACE REPORT
by Douglas Barry

The heavy spatter of rain and a lowering press of mist indicated that the Bray
Head on June the 2nd 1999 was not going to be an easy outing. Having
mentioned to pre race favourite Noel Berkeley who stood staring up at the
swirling mist from the foot of the hill "Noel, I'd say the record isn't on tonight"
and got the reply "Douglas, the win mightn't be either!" the surprisingly large
field headed off into the ether. Crusaders Paul Nolan emerged at the summit
cross in the lead, but the Irish international was joined on the pull up to the
second summit by Berkeley who turned with him at the trig. point overlooking
the now hidden vistas of Greystones.

The pair pushed away from 3rd placed Gerry McGrath who is still on the way
back from his earlier injury and not on top form. As the going eased, Noel put
in a spurt to try and break Paul, but then surprisingly eased off and allowed
the Crusaders runner to come back to him by the time they reached the cross
on the return. A galvanised Nolan who has a reputation for descending like a
falling stone decided to test his reputation. "I've never come down so quickly"
he said later, "l was on the ragged edge!" The edge was sharp enough to see
off Noel who decided to settle for second 23 seconds back in the tricky
conditions.

The women's race saw a similar ding dong tussle between Una May and Joan
Flanagan who had the added incentive of trying to hold off over 50s winner
Calvin Torrans. Noted Irish rock climber Calvin had beaten her on Three Rock
and had got the better of Una on Corrig. However, on this occasion, age failed
to prevail over beauty and the conqueror of many an Alp succumbed to girl
power. Una and Joan both edged out Calvin and in the final run in Una
prevailed over Joan by only 4 seconds. Roisin McDonnell took third 40
seconds behind.

Bray Head June 2, 1999

Wet, Misty, slippery

Pos Num Name Club Cat Time
1 298 Paul Nolan Crusaders 24.54
2 169 Noel Berkeley DSD 25.17
3 272  Ger McGrath DSD 26.29
4 142 Hugh McLindon 3ROC 26.52
5 198 Eoin Keith 28.44
6 101 Simon Walters AIB 28.46
7 105 Declan Doyle 28.54
8 268 John McDonnell DSD 28.59
9 248 John Brennan 29.07
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Finish: Douglas Barry, Pat Donlon, Eddie Guthrie

Results: Justin Keatinge, Douglas Barry
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Marking: Henny Brandsma, Brian Byrne
Marshals: Henny Brandsma, Brian Byrne
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